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Introduction 


Yadgiri is a district from the southern state of Karnataka, India, that is noted for its rich historical and cultural 
traditions. The place is popularly known as “Yadavagiri”, was once a capital city for the Yadava Kingdom. Yadgiri 
which is known for its small to large-scale industries is presently exhibiting great signs of progress. Here from 
decades, certain household production centers were also marching to success, through productions to job op- 
portunities to the needy. Thus opening avenues for growth and recognition to many. Products with Moti work is 
one such distinguished item from such manufacturing centers. Moti is the Indian name for bead and hence the 
process of attaching beads on a thin wire using a sewing needle is called Moti work. Bead art is usually involved 
in the making of jewelry, handbags, coasters, and other crafts. Rooted in history, this was considered one of the 
earliest forms of trade. Beads are generally divided into several overlapping categories based on the material it 
is made with. The earliest beads were made of natural materials which, after gathered, could be readily drilled 
and shaped as per requirement but nowadays with man-made items in the market, beads come in a range of 
colours and features, making it an inexpensive affair.“Katta”. Lambani embroideries are made using various 
types of stitches. Nearly 14 types of stitches are used in this embroidery. Namely: Bakkya, bhuriya, gadri, jollya, 
kans, kaudi, kilan, maki, nakra, pote, relo, suryakanti maki, tera dora and vele. These include running stitch that 
often seems like small dashes. These are done using contrast coloured threads. Other than that chain stitch, satin 
stitch, herringbone stitch, and buttonhole stitches are also used. Horizontal patterns, criss-cross patterns, and 
zigzag patterns are created by using these stitches. Lambanis mostly use red and blue colours. The basic fabric 
used for making embroidery is either cotton or power loom fabric. It is dyed using chemical colours or vegetable 
dyes made from natural elements such as kattha, pomegranate peel, and rathanjot, etc. In Karnataka, some of the 
villages around Hampi like Keri tanda, Khadirampur, etc. and Yadagiri practice Lambani embroidery. The prod- 
ucts embellished with this art like bed sheets, cushion covers with subtle colour combinations have now reached 
all over the world. In contrast, the bags with heavy Lambani embroidery in flashy colours are the most favorite 
among the tourists. 


A senior artisan with her group of trainees. The training The trainees are appreciated for their diligence in learn- 


program conducted by her is funded by the Govern- ing a new work. 
ment of Karnataka. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


The tools and raw materials that are used for Moti Work are as follows: 


¢ Plastic Beads: Different coloured beads are used for Moti work. 


+ Plastic Wire: The main raw material used to join beads. 


¢ Scissor: It is used to cut the extra wire. 


Multi-coloured plastic beads are stored in a plastic box. 


The transparent nylon thread is used to sew the beads. 
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Making Process 


Firstly different coloured beads are kept ready to start the process. Now taking a plastic wire, the required 
number of beads is let through them. The other end of the wire is inserted in the first bead to make a tight grip. 
Repeat the same with other beads, too, while the wire passes through the predecessor bead and reaches the in- 
tended bead. Once all the filled beads are tightened well with the wire, the next set of beads can be added. Keep 
doing the same technique with the newly added ones. Now increase the beads for the second line, so that the 
preferred width for the product in making can be achieved. The making process demands precision, patience, and 
consistency. 
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Artisan selecting beads to sew it as per the required Selected beads are kept on a carbon paper for the arti- 


3. Making Process 


Artisan measuring the nylon transparent thread to start Artisan sewing red colour bead as a primary bead. 
sewing. 
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Artisan has sewn multiple beads to get a bottom shape 
for the flower vase. 
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Artisan adding few more beads to get the product ina Artisan sewing red bead as a final touch for the lower 
bigger size. part of the flower vase. 
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Artisan sewin ght the flower vase. 
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Artisan tying knots as per the required measurement Ras. Sas 
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The multicoloured beads being arranged to fabricate — The flower vase is made up of multiple coloured plastic 
the complete flower vase. beads. 
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Products 


Beads are used for making many utility products like Hand Bags, Wallets, Pouches, Chains, bracelets, and Coasters, 
with prices ranging from Rs. 100 to Rs. 2000. 
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The beads aligned in rows and columns to embellish a = The entangled fault coloured beads giving a prepos- 
pouch. sessing shape to the bead tower. 


A thick layer of beads giving strength to the vegetable The final look of all the different kinds of artworks done 
basket. with beads. 
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Moti Work - Yadgiri, Karnataka 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Prof. Bibhudutta Baral and Srikanth B. at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with Prof. Bibhudutta Baral at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 
You can write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Mahadevamma and Triveeni Mitti 
Narayanpur Street, Near Bhavani Temple, 
Gurumitkal, Yadgiri District, Karnataka 
Mobile: +91 9980779212 / 9739350022 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 


